
             

  

RAY O. & BETTY ZOE PEARSON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

“2021” 

 
Ray Oscar Pearson was born Dec. 3, 1913, in Hibbing, MN.  One of eight children born to Edith Charlotte Peterson and Johan Oscar 

Pearson.  Ray and his siblings were 2nd generation Swedish immigrants; his mother’s family having immigrated from Stockholm, 

Sweden; his father and Uncle Olgot from Lahohm, Sweden. 

Ray was preceded in death by three brothers and two sisters; his twin, Roy Oscar; George killed in World War II; Alvar, Ethel, and 

Violet 

Ray was a veteran of the U.S. Army serving in the European theatre of World War II with the Eighth Field Observation Battalion. 

Ray and his wife, Betty Zoe, moved to Pittsburg in 1957 from Oklahoma.  He worked 20 years at Fibreboard Corp. in Antioch and was a 

charter member of the Assn. Of Western Pulp & Paper Workers.  He retired in 1978. 

Ray was a member of the Pittsburg United Methodist Church, served as treasurer and was certified as a Lay Speaker.  He enjoyed 

bowling, golfing, baking muffins, calligraphy, stenciling, and working with his hands.  He died June 9, 1995, after a short illness in 

Regency Hills Convalescent Hospital in Pittsburg, CA.  He was 81 years old. 

 

 

 
Betty Zoe was born February 26, 1922, in Chickasha, Oklahoma.  She was a homemaker for 54 years and worked for the City of 

Pittsburg Credit Union for a number of years. 

She was a member of the Pittsburg United Methodist Church, where she served as chair of several administrative committees.  She was 

a member of the United Methodist Women and served in a variety of offices. She was involved in the local food pantry, PICES, and was 

also a representative on the Board of Directors of Stoneman Village. 

In her free time, Betty Zoe enjoyed gardening, reading, bird watching, classical music, arts and crafts, playing bridge and was interested 

in civic affairs. 

Betty Zoe died on September 19, 1996, at Regency Convalescent Hospital, Pittsburg, CA after a lengthy illness.  She was 74 years old. 

 
 

APPLICATION GUIDELINES 
 

This year the Ray O. & Betty Zoe Pearson Memorial Scholarship will be given in the amount of $1,500 to a 

Pittsburg High School Senior who is seeking to continue his/her education by enrolling in a college, university, or 

community college.  Though this scholarship will be administered by the Pittsburg United Methodist Church and 

selection of the recipient will be at the discretion of the "Scholarship Fund Trustees,” any person, regardless of 

church affiliation, will be considered. 

 

 APPLICATION PROCEDURES 
 

1.   Fill out the "Personal Information Sheet" attached.  

2. Prepare a typed essay addressing the following topic: 

“What are the characteristics necessary for a successful life?”  

3. Submit one letter of recommendation. 

4. Submit “unofficial” high school transcript 

 

The "Personal Information Sheet" along with the essay and the letter of recommendation should be sent by 

(postmarked) March 15th -- to: 

Ray O. & Betty Zoe Pearson Memorial Scholarship 

Scholarship Fund Trustees - PUMC 

153 W. Leland Rd. 

Pittsburg, CA 94565 



               

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 

 

Name  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
(Last)                                             (First)                                       (Middle) 

 

Address   _________________________________________________________________________ 
                         (Street Address/PO Box) 

               _________________________________________________________________________ 
                       (City)                                               (State)                                       (Zip Code) 

Phone  ____________________   Email  _________________________________ 
 

Age __________     Birth date _______________________ 
                                           (Month/Day/Year) 

 

Father’s Occupation  ________________________      Mother’s Occupation______________________ 

 

1. Overall GPA at Pittsburg High School __________ 

 (include “unofficial” high school transcript) 
 

2. List school/community/church activities. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. College you hope to attend in fall 2019. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Have you applied for admission?       Yes _____   No  _____ 

Have you been admitted?      Yes _____   No  _____ 
 

Second college choice:__________________________________________________ 
 

4. At this time, in what field do you plan on majoring?  What are your career goals? 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Name and relationship (example:  pastor, employer, etc…) of person submitting letter of 

recommendation. 

            __________________________________________________________________________________

 

 

(If you wish to let us know more about you, simply attach your comments.)          “2019” 


